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In tho suamsr ot 1931 Krs» Dorothy Vanl^oaen, Supervisor Qt Childrea* s 


Classes at The Cleveland Museum of ixt, began the first Outdoor Sketching Glass 
•with a group of 25 eager student s» The second year enrollment increased to 150 
and Mrs# Rita Myers assisted# For three years Mrs* VanLoosea and Mrs* Myers were 
the only Instructors for the classes# Since then, however, •the number of students 
has rapidly esspanded and now tho thirteen groups, averaging 35 students each, are 
s'fcaffad by nine teachers# 


Today the studen'ts of 'the Qu'tdoor Classes are not only some of those 


who at^tend Members* Classes during tho winter, but also chlldran entirely new 'to 
Museum study# This year nine’teen scholarships ware awarded -bo studen'ts who 
proved tiaemselves especially competent duzing the -winter classes# These young 
artists gather from all over the city and a tm from as far outside the Grea-ber 
Cleveland area as Medina# This cosmopolitan group represents various nationali'tles, 
religions and races# 


Two outs'banding scholarship students in the older group are Tiiu Ireves, 


16, who was born in Isthonia, and Mary Hrabik, 15, who was born in Caeckosloimkla# 
Tiiu also comes to the Musezaa on Tuesday and Thursday mornings to assist with the 


younger children# 


For six Hselca tbess classes are held four JBomings a veek, Td.th chUdrea 
frc3® six through tea years of age coaiog on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and children 
froia eleven through high school age on Wednesdays and Fridays, The children need 
not have a wmHoer of the Huseua in their family* Although the students ige.y a 
aaalX fee for materials, the classes are financed by The I* g* Holden Fuad * 

Classes meet in the auditoriOT every day (registration is in advance, 
in early June), each class in a'givwB section of seats} they are met by their 
teacher and collect their equipment* They carry it out into the Fine Arts Garden 
around the Museum, going to a different location each day, >diich is chosen ahead 
of time by the teacher and posted on a large board in the auditorium for the 
benefit of late*»cooers. These Outdoor Glasses meet for two hours and work directly 
from nature and from the landscape design and sculpture in the garden* On rainy 
days they work inside in galleries or studios end almost always include at least 
one studio lesson semetime during the six weeks, particularly if clay or tempera is 
to be used# Media which may be carried outdoors easily aire crayons, pencils, 
wateroolors and pastels, which are loaded imto a large picnic basket* For watercolor 
a pail of water is carried by a sturdy member of the class and all students carry 
their own ceo^stools and drawing*boards* Materials are all furnished, and classes 
are graded according to age* lounger classes have one or two volunteer assistants 


who are students in either Junior or Senior High School, 


Ghildrea tea yeers aad over are given special projects for the swaer* 


Care is taken, however, that students studying for several years win not repeat 
a project* Ibr exaaple, in sose years stTidents will stake clay siodels of the gzenite 
bear in the park opposite the Western Eeserve Histoiical Society, |«ater scenic 
backgrounds are painted to enhance these bears* Another project saay be sketching 
the %onkey House* on Bast Boiilevard near the Museua# The tower and gables of this 
decorative structure • rtawired to have once housed aonkeys - s»ke it a favorite 
subject for the children* 

The stioulus of a real outdoor scene, combined with occasional study of 
paintings by the masters, and the pleasant outdoor atmosphere, all make these summer 
classes among the most enjoyable the Museum offers* a^hesis is somewhat on landscape 
composition, but lessons include design in nature, imaginative transposition of 
seasons and colors and shapes, free c<aaposition, and stylisation* Sealism is iK)t 
necessarily the principal approacdi, except in those age levels whose stage of 
development demands it, and even then it is always relieved by imaginative composition 
Buring October the work of the suomer Outdoor Sketching Classes is exhibited in the 
Bducational Corridor of the Mosem* 


